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The Commands of Our Lord

“Hear!”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Matt 11:15 “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

Such a statement is not unique to the New Testament as God has stated elsewhere concerning the inability of people to hear His commands such as noted below.
Psalm 115:6 “They have ears, but they cannot hear; They have noses, but they cannot smell;”
Psalm 135:17 “They have ears, but they do not hear; Nor is there any breath at all in their mouths.”
Jer 5:21 “Hear this, O foolish and senseless people, Who have eyes, but see not; Who have ears, but hear not.”
Jer 6:10 “To whom shall I speak and give warning, That they may hear? Behold, their ears are closed, And they cannot listen. Behold, the word of the Lord has become a reproach to them; They have no delight in it.”
Eze 12:2 “Son of man, you live in the midst of the rebellious house, who have eyes to see but do not see, ears to hear but do not hear; for they are a rebellious house.”
Throughout the Old Testament time the people consistently rejected the truth.  Except for those whom God chose, God also hardened them so that they could not hear or see the truth:

Rom 11:7 “What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened;

Rom 11:8 just as it is written, "God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes to see not and ears to hear not, down to this very day."

Of course the references to nonfunctional senses are to spiritually deaf ears and eyes that are spiritually blind.  The natural state of mankind is to be spiritually blind and deaf to God’s truth.  Before I was born again I was also spiritually dead and so I was one of the people to whom God referred.

Eph 2:5 “even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),”

By God’s mercy He caused me to be born again and then I could read and hear the truth.  Before that happened to me, I had read the Bible but I could never really understand it because I did not have the required spiritual nature.  But after I was born again I could then read, hear, and understand God’s truth.  
1Cor 2:14 “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.”

It is critical to note that once one has the ears to hear he is commanded to hear.  So what are we to hear?  We are to hear and read the Word of God.  Our verse for today immediately comes after Jesus is telling the people about the days of John the Baptist.  In Mark 4:9 Jesus makes the same statement after telling the parable of the sower and the soils.  Jesus intends for those who do not have ears to hear and eyes to see to not understand the parables.  He intends for those of us who do have the senses to understand the parables and to make them an active part of our lives.
So how does this command apply to us today?  If you are a child of God He has given you a new spiritual birth along with eyes to see and ears to hear spiritual truths.  Now He commands us to hear and to see those truths.  It is not enough for us to just read the truths in some cursory manner but to dig into them and make the truths an active part of our lives.  Today and for this week, let’s study and apply the following:

Mark 7:15” there is nothing outside the man which going into him can defile him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what defile the man.

Mark 7:16 ["If any man has ears to hear, let him hear."]”

To apply verse 15 we need to carefully read and study it and then see how to make it an active part of our existence.  There are two parts to what Jesus told us: 1.) the part going in and 2.) the part proceeding out.  Apply this verse to yourself during the week.  You will have the opportunity to learn from it regarding whatever you come into contact and to monitor whatever proceeds out of you during this week.
